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CUSTER CONNECTIONS

Our 4th of July Celebration is coming up soon, Monday July 3rd and Tuesday, July 4th  This is a time to recognize
our veterans who made so many sacrifices for us and our country. We have many fun activities planned for the
whole family. There’s an Old Time Country Fair at the 1881 Courthouse Museum, a parade, flag ceremonies,
bouncy houses at a kids’ fair, and of course the ever-popular fireworks display.

For the full schedule of events, check out our Chamber Facebook page or our website:
https://www.custersd.com/Custer's-Fourth-of-July-Celebration

We want to extend a big THANK YOU to everyone who sponsored the 4th of July Celebration and who donated to
the Custer Volunteer Fire Department’s fireworks display. Also, we want to show major appreciation to the people
who volunteered to help with the Kids’ Fair this year. This event would not be the amazing celebration it is without
the help of the many sponsors and volunteers. And let’s give a big shout out to the Custer VFD for putting on the
best fireworks display in the Black Hills!

Freedom Sponsors

o  Begging Burro/Pounding Fathers/ Mt Rushmore Brewing Co
o  Black Hills Energy
o  Black Hills Federal Credit Union
o  Custer Heating & AC
o  Custer Hospitality
o  Custer State Park
o  Dacotah Bank
o  Faith Lewis Real Estate

o  Freedom Hills Wealth Management

https://custersd.com/
https://www.custersd.com/Custer's-Fourth-of-July-Celebration
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m_wgX5aV9no
https://custersd.com/


o  Freedom Hills Wealth Management
o  Freeman Electric
o  Nielsen Enterprises, LLC
o  NXTLAW PC
o  Pacer Minerals, LLC
o  Pizza Mill
o  Rush Mountain Adventure Park
o  Sentinel Federal Credit Union
o  South Dakota Outdoor Shop
o  Southern Hills Title
o  Sprockets Fun Foundry
o  VFW

  Patriot Sponsors

o  Custer Dental Studio
o  Gold Pan Saloon
o  Golden West Telecommunications
o  Julie Jenniges
o  Kitchens by Karla
o Sander Sanitation
o  Starr Insurance

        Stars & Stripes Sponsor

o        Chalet Motel
o       Craig Reindl of Western Skies Real Estate
o        Crazy Horse Memorial
o        French Creek RV Park
o       Horatio's Homemade Ice Cream
o       LFC Veterinary Service LLC
o       Tallgrass Landscape Architecture

Sponsors of the Fireworks Display

o  LFC Veterinary Service LLC
o  NXTLAW PC
o  Black Hills Electric Cooperative
o  CSP
o  Pizza Mill
o  Starr Insurance
o  Black Hills Federal Credit Union
o  Nielsen Enterprises, LLC
o  Southern Hills Title
o  VFW Post 3442
o  Pacer Minerals, LLC
o  Kitchens by Karla
o  Custer Heating & AC
o  Gold Pan Saloon
o  Custer Dental Studio

o  Tallgrass Landscape Architecture



o  Tallgrass Landscape Architecture
o  Premier Family Eyecare

And numerous visitors who put money in the boot in the Chamber office!

Dawn Murray
Executive Director





IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS

Chamber Staff

Dawn Murray
Executive Director
dmurray@custersd.com

Jamie Dean
Administrative Assistant
jdean@custersd.com

Fred Baumann
Information Associate
fbaumann@custersd.com

Amy Brazell
Information Associate

Sales Tax Rate to Change July 1

During this year's legislative session, the South Dakota legislature

passed House Bill 1137, a cut to the overall state sales tax rate.
Starting on July 1, 2023, the state sales tax rate will decrease from

mailto:dmurray@custersd.com
mailto:fbaumann@custersd.com
https://api-internal.weblinkconnect.com/api/Communication/Communication/1478127/click?url=https%3a%2f%2fsdlegislature.gov%2fSession%2fBill%2f24099%2f251388&x-tenant=SouthDakotaRetailersSDASSOC


Information Associate
abrazell@custersd.com

Pat Hattervig
Information Associate
phattervig@custersd.com

2023
Board Of Directors

Amy Bailey - President
John Stahl - Vice President
Michelle Fischer - Treasurer
Amanda Allcock
Craig Reindl
Diane Dennis
Corey Virtue
Bobbi Schmidt
Miranda Boggs

Julie Jenniges - City Liaison
Mark Naugle - School Liaison
Lydia Austin- CSP Liaison
Leah Noem- BID Board Liaison

Starting on July 1, 2023, the state sales tax rate will decrease from
4.5% to 4.2%.

Naturally, this cut will have impacts on businesses large and small, so
see the below video that we released in March to help answer some of

your questions! 
In addition to the video, we've created a handy FAQ to provide

guidance on how to implement the state sales tax cut (linked below
video).

 

Sales Tax FAQ

*2% Custer City Tax and 1.5% Tourism tax are still in affect*

http://zbrazell@custersd.com/
mailto:phattervig@custersd.com
https://www.sdra.org/uploads/1/2/3/4/123460478/sdretailers_salestaxcutfaq.pdf


Printable Copy

To have things added to Buffalo Bytes, please send to Amy: abrazell@custersd.com. Items need to be received by
Wednesdays at noon in order to be added to weekly Buffalo Bytes. Thank you!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

June 30
The Hills Finest Ribbon Cutting

12pm
​609 Mt Rushmore Rd

July 3-4

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/634000fc-4d91-4171-8738-7c88b527bcd5.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:abrazell@custersd.com


July 3-4
July 4th Festivities

Downtown Custer

July 21-23
Gold Discovery Days

Downtown Custer

WEEKLY HUMOR

CHAMBER HAPPENINGS





Sponsorship Form

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/7048c20b-d834-4adb-bc1e-9f5185ceef25.pdf?rdr=true


The 100th Gold Discovery Days
Anniversary cups have arrived! Pick
them up at the Custer Chamber.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Did you know Black Hills Balloons created, manufactured and donated the drape used to cover the hand at Crazy
Horse for the 75th anniversary?

Co-Owners of Black Hills Balloons, Keely and Damien Mahony fly passengers in the Custer area from May
through October. Approaching the 40th anniversary of Black Hills Balloons, their hot air balloons are considered
an icon in the area. When they aren’t flying, Keely and Damien own and operate Prairie Sky Hot Air Balloon
Repair – an FAA certified repair station; offering annual aircraft inspections, repair, and maintenance to over 30
hot air balloons within SD and surrounding states. It’s because of this expertise that they were able to produce a
beautiful ‘quilt in the sky’ to assist the reveal. But it’s because of their strong commitment to community that they
so generously donated the fabric, their time and energy to build this custom reveal drape from scratch.

The reveal drape is 90 feet by 100 feet and contains over 3,000 feet of sewing and 6.7 miles of thread. Made out of
a lightweight soar coat ripstop nylon; it weighed 87.5 pounds.



To have your business featured in our Member Spotlight, please contact Amy Brazell at abrazell@custersd.com

Tegan Franz Photography
Mile High Garden Club

French Creek Supply- Napa Auto Parts
​Pounds, Pugs, & Hugs LLC

Fred & Wendy Hlava- Business & Property Development

mailto:abrazell@custersd.com


Fred & Wendy Hlava- Business & Property Development
​The Hills Finest

Rose Haven Senior Living
JAM Heating and Cooling

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church-LCMS
Jon Gindhart, DC, PC

Life Weavings Expressions
Garcia Family Clinic-Bella Rejuvenation

US Flag Pole Guy
J and J Hospitality

Southern Hills Screen Printing
The Church at Custer

AREA EVENTS
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NEWS FROM THE STATE

PRESS RELEASES

Black Hills National Forest
Forest Service News Release



Forest Service News Release

Media Contact: Scott Jacobson, Public Affairs Officer
(605) 440-1409
scott.j.jacobson@usda.gov
www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills/

Step Back in Time at the July Forest Moon Walk

Rapid City, SD, June 27, 2023 — The Black Hills National Forest will conduct its second Moon Walk of the year
on Saturday, July 1 at 7:00 p.m. The activity will take place at the Spokane (Ghost Town), located approximately
23 miles southwest of Rapid City, SD on the Mystic Ranger District.

Established in 1891, Spokane was once one of the booming mining towns in the heart of the Black Hills. Spokane
served as a mine, mill, and place to call home, until the town’s last caretaker left the area during the 1970s. This
guided hike will highlight the remains of a true wild west ghost town. Discover what you can do to protect your
local history and cultural resources. Come ready to be transported back in time and enjoy an evening learning about
mines, a notorious murder mystery, and ghost towns in the Black Hills National Forest.
To reach the Moon Walk from Rapid City, SD, follow US-16 approx. 12 miles to Rockerville, SD. Take the exit
towards Rockerville from US-16. Travel on Harney-Rockerville Rd/S Rockerville Rd and continue on Playhouse
Rd for approx. 10 miles. Parking will be located on the east side of the road off Playhouse Rd. (Note: If you reach
Iron Mountain Rd. (16A), you’ve gone too far south.) The drive takes about 35 minutes (one-way) from Rapid
City. (Lat/Long Coordinates: 43°50’35” -103°23’04”) Event signs will also be posted at major intersections to help
guide participants to the parking area.

Visitors are encouraged to bring binoculars, flashlights, water, and bug repellant and dress for cooler evening
temperatures. Long pants and sturdy footwear (hiking boots or athletic shoes) are recommended for your comfort
and safety while hiking on uneven terrain. Please arrive early to aid in parking vehicles.
The program may be canceled unexpectedly due to unforeseen reasons such as lightning, high fire danger, wildfire,
and other safety reasons beyond control. The program will not be canceled due to rain unless lightning is spotted. If
the Moon Walk is canceled in advance due to severe weather forecasted, the notice of cancelation will be placed on
the Black Hills National Forest Facebook and Twitter pages. The public is encouraged to check online before
heading out to the event.

The Black Hills National Forest, in partnership with Black Hills Parks & Forests Association (BHPFA), is offering
2023 Moon Walk Collector’s Pins at each event for $5.00 each. The sale of lapel pins supports the interpretive and
educational efforts across the Forest. The Moon Walk Programs are supported by BHPFA through financial
assistance and staffing. BHPFA is a non-profit partner with the U.S. Forest Service.
Learn more about the Black Hills National Forest Moon Walk program.
###
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Printable Copy

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/f249e706-6898-48fd-aba5-cc7feb28a513.pdf?rdr=true


Mount Rushmore National Memorial News Release 
 
For Immediate Release – June 23, 2023 
Contact: Earl Perez-Foust
Phone: (605) 574-3115
Email: earl_perez-foust@nps.gov 

 
Mount Rushmore Celebrates Independence Day 2023 

 
KEYSTONE, SD –– Visitors to Mount Rushmore National Memorial on July 3 rd and July 4th will
have the opportunity to experience a variety of educational programs, patriotic tributes, and musical
entertainment in celebration of Independence Day. 
 
Planned events include Presidential re-enactors representing the four Presidents on the sculpture:
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, and Theodore Roosevelt. The Presidential re-
enactors will kick-off the park’s celebration on July 3rd at 9:30 AM with an in-character news conference
in the Carvers’ Marketplace. Visitors are encouraged to bring questions for the presidents to the event. 
 
At scheduled times, the Presidential re-enactors will give presentations, sign autographs, and mingle
with visitors on the Memorial grounds. Also performing throughout the day will be internationally
renowned hoop dancer, Jasmine Pickner-Bell, Native flutist and storyteller, Sequoia Crosswhite, and
Native storyteller, Darrell Red Cloud.
 
July 3rd events will culminate with a special evening program beginning at 7:30 PM featuring a hoop
dance performance by Jasmine Pickner-Bell and a musical performance by the U.S. Air Force Academy
Band from Colorado Springs, Colorado. The Ellsworth Air Force Base Honor Guard will assist the Flag
Folding Ceremony and Retreat; Col. Derek Oakley, the 28th Bomb Wing Commander at Ellsworth AFB,
will introduce the band; and the Lakota Flag Song will be performed by Darrell Red Cloud.
 
July 4th daytime visitors can enjoy the Presidential re-enactors and Native performers, ranger-led
programs, and the traditional Evening Lighting Ceremony. 
 
Visitors wishing to avoid the busiest times are encouraged to visit the park before 10:00 AM.
 
There is no fee to visit the Memorial, however the $10 parking fee will be in effect. Active duty military
personnel will park for free and parking for seniors is half price. Keep the parking receipt as it is valid for

one year of parking. 
 
For a complete listing of the 2023 Independence Day schedule of events please visit Mount Rushmore
National Memorial’s event calendar.
[alt-text: heads and faces of four men carved into a granite mountain underneath a blue sky and
thunderclouds.]
 
About the National Park Service: More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s more than 400 national park units

and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn

mailto:earl_perez-foust@nps.gov
https://www.nps.gov/moru/learn/news/mount-rushmore-celebrates-independence-day-2023.htm
https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/event-details.htm?id=E578C028-F5EB-0ADD-0A760BEAF3417F77


and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn

more at www.nps.gov. 

Custer Senior Center
July Schedule

http://www.nps.gov
https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/8bc1ec19-1323-4b3a-ae6d-6b16d553ad47.pdf?rdr=true


Read Newsletter

​Click here to Check out the Custer School
District Calendar for upcoming school
events! 

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/4282fa49-c450-4bc7-851b-9bd68c4464d7.pdf?rdr=true
http://www.csd.k12.sd.us/site/default.aspx?PageID=1


HELP WANTED





Pacer Minerals has a job opening for Plant Operator. General
manufacturing experience preferred. Training will be provided on all
equipment. 
Email resume to paula@pacerminerals.com or apply in person at 25429 US
Hwy 385, Custer, SD

mailto:paula@pacerminerals.com






Be sure to check out the Help Wanted section on our Website:

Our Address:
615 Washington Street

Custer, SD 57730

Phone Numbers:

605-673-2244
800-992-9818

Send Us An Email

Connect With Us

 ​  ​  ​  ​  ​  ​

Visit our website

https://custersd.com/custer-helpwanted
mailto:Info@CusterSD.com
https://www.facebook.com/custerchamber
https://twitter.com/CusterAreaChamb
https://www.pinterest.com/custerchamber/
https://www.instagram.com/custersdchamber/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/custer-area-chamber-of-commerce
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdBURr1f5pzUGoA_ZszwZng
https://custersd.com/



